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e A e e e T

Family Development Programme
SAVEAF Y PLA

The idea of Save A Family Plan (SAFP) was first conceived by Rev. Msgr. Augustine
Kandathil while he was working in Canada in the year 1965. It had a humble beginning
with five benefactors, each helping one poor family in India. Now the programme has
spread through 42 dioceses and Idukki is one among them. SAFP India office is at
Aiswaryagram, Angamaly, presently headed by Rev. Fr. Augustine Bharanikulangara.

The Programme was inaugurated in our Diocese on 31 July 2004 at St.George's
School Auditorium by Mar Mathew Anikuzhikkattil, in the presence of Mr. Jose Varekulam,
the Save A family Plan India Office representative. 327 families were getting supported
then. Mr. Regi Abraham Coordinates the central level office management of the
programme which is known as Regular Beneficiary programme.




P i isation

Considering the hardships of the farmers, Kothamangalam Social service Society (KSSS) started |
creditunions as a means of promoting thrift and savings among farmers and rural poor in the beginning
of the 1990's. With the inception of the new diocese of Idukki, all the programmes including the monitoring
of Credit Unions being execuled in the operational area of the new diocese by Kothamangalam Social
Service Society ceased to function. So soon after the erection of the new diocese Highrange development
society ook up to continue the monitoring and stabilization of the existing Credit Unions,

The Credit Unions in Idukki were renamed *Girijothy credit Union”. It has a central Committee
constituted of elected representatives from various regions.

Earlier, the strutcture of a village level Credit Union was 250 individual memberships headed by
a6 member executive, Having understood the need for a change, from 2007 onwards Credit Unions
were restructured into SHGs and its Village level Federation is known as Credit Union now, Now 45
Credit Union units are functioning in 45 villages and around 300 SHGs in 15 villages. Strengthening
people’s organization has proved Lo be the real remedy for poverty alleviation and promotion of good
governance. People’s Organization functions as the platform of HDS to execute its various projects.
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