G YOT IAL CENT

With the animation of Sr. Linda Paul DM
and Sr. Carmelie DM, the Girijyothy Social Centre
at Pallanadu coordinates the tribal development
programmes at Marayoor.

a. Tribal Survey.- A tribal survey was done in the
first year of HDS itself to assess the living
conditionsand agricultural practices of the tribals

at Marayoor.

b. Distribution of Ration Cards. - Having realized that many of the tribals at Marayoor have no
ration cards, Fr.Francis Edavakkandam and Mr. Benoy Jose took initiative to get ration cards sanctioned
for them and as a result, 64 families got ration cards there in 2003.

¢. A study on Women Health : in association with Kerala Social Service Forum HDS conducted a
study on the scenario of women hiealth in the tribal settlements, in the year 2007, Ms. Shoja Thomas,

staff member of HDS conducted the study and did the consolidation. The findings are published in the
form of a thesis.

Supports from agencies like Save A family Plan Kinder Missions Werk are commendable which
has been a great help to go on with the Mission. Ms. Lois Cote (President, SAFP. Canada) has taken
much pain to visit the school and the children almost every year without fail. Her encouragements have
motivated and energized us
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Natural resour allenges and Concerns

INTRODUCTION
“There is enough on this earth for every one’s need and not for anyone’s greed”, said Gandhiji.

[t may be noted that it was not greed that prompted people to migrate to the arca. In the extracts
of history it is seen that the Rulers of the State of Travancore — Cochin had promoted people to migrate
tothese parts in 1820%s, especially to Udumbanchola for Cardamom cultivation to raise the revenue of
the state. These parts were later announced to be Cardamom Hill Reserve (CHR). About 3 decades
ago almost all the present growth centers in the highland region were thick forest. During 1890-1920
on account of plantation, people came to this place to work in plantations. while the migration was on
account of the poverty during the after vears of World War Il. During 1946 Government allotied
forestland for 2000 persons while in 1950 colonies were established forex-servicemen, In 1951 under
“orow more Food scheme™ 1500 acres of land was allotted to 1000 persons, which made more and
more people migrate to this district. Besides the land allotted by the government, many of the forest
area, which was fertile, was encroached by thousands of migrants and they built small huts and settled
down here. In due course of time, there arose small townships, churches, schools and markets in the
District, Water sources and forest resources were abundant then and the climate had a steady, seasonal
rhythm, Hazardous was their life here without no basic infrastructures like transports, communications
and hospitals.

CHALLENGES

The under developed agricultural system of the highranges has fallen into reverse gear with the
small and marginal farmers and agricultural labourers who constitute 90% of the population run into
deep livelihood crisis, Unfortunately, the government system, with its passive role in agriculture, cannot
be completely relied upon. The farmer community and the highranges face the following problems now.

Deforestation: The agricultural farmers who settled down in the area, cut down a bulk proportion of
the thick forest and started agriculture there. In course of time, it gave way to heavy rate of deforestation,

Scarcity of Drinking water: This has been due to the unhealthy agnicultural practices and deforestation
in the land by the agricultural farmers. The available sources of drinking water have become polluted
due 1o use of chemical fertilizers to increase the agricultural production.










