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Passing decades

January 10 1957 The diocese of Kothamangalam
came into existence along with its few offices at
Kothamangalam that included service in the
highranges of the Kottayam and Ernakulam

districts.

April 10 1963 The diocese of Kothamangalam
established four Foranes in the highranges that were
termed to be “The High-Range Mission Area’. through
which the migrated population of the area has had the

benefits of services from the diocese.

May 12 1967 The Kothamangalam Social Service
Society was registered as the official organ of Social
works of the Diocese of Kathamngalam. a major focus

of which was the highranges.

January 26 1972 The District of ldukki was formed,
carving out Devikulam, Peermade and Udumbancliola
taluks from the erstwhile Kottayam district and
Thodupuzha taluk from the erstwhile Ernakulam district,
16 years after the formation of the state of Kerala,
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Pope John Paul 11 declared

Inavguration of HDS 2003

Highrange areas ( 8 Foranes — Churuly, Koompanpara,
Erattayar, Rajakade, Vazhathoppe, Thankamany,
Parathode & Vellathooval) from the diocese of
Kothamangalam. Rt. Rev. Dr. Mathew Anikuzhikkattil

is announced as the first Bishop of the Diocese.

February 26 2003: Fr. Francis Edavakkanadam,
Director Designate for Social Works of the Diocese
of Idukki. registered Highrange Development Society
with Reg. No1231/2003 under the Travancore Cochin
Literary, Scientific and Charitable Societies Act X1
of 1955,

March 2 2003: Inauguration of the new diccese of
Idukki and installation of Mar Mathew Anikuzhikkatril
as its first Bishop, The Bishop’s House and its offices
sturted to function in the Girideepam Health Centre,
Karimpan, where HDS started to function from a small
room as its office with Fr, Francis Edavakkandam as
its first director,

May 15 2006: Fr. Sebastian Kochupurackal ook
charge as the new Director of HDS.

May 19 2008: The new Office cum Training Centre
for Highrange Development Society is opened at

Marivanuram.

Inauguration of HDS Office 2008

Highrange Development Society Idukki .









